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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 155 


[Letter One:] 
[Abstract:] Piece of silver plate to be assayed. 


Rock Island Arsenal, 
Rock Island, IIl., 
November 30, 1888 


The Superintendent of the Mint of the United States, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to request that you have assayed for me the enclosed piece of silver 
plate, and give me the result of the assay. It is important to know whether this silver is 92 4 
percent fine. It is required for making marksman’s insignia for the United States Army and the 
contract requires that silver furnished thereunder be 92 % per cent, fine. I am indebted to the 
Mint authorities for similar favors in the past, and will be grateful if you do this for me, and 
notify me of the result as early as convenient, as work cannot be commenced on the insignia until 
I know if the silver have the required fineness. 


Very respectfully, 
T.G. Baylor 

Colonel of Ordinance 
Commanding 


[Letter Two:] 
[Abstract:] Ack’g receipt of report of assay of silver pieces sent from Arsenal 30th ult. 


Rock Island Arsenal, 
Rock Island, Il., 
December 9, 1888 


Mr. D.M. Fox 
Supt. Mint of the US. 
Philadelphia, Pa., 


Sir: 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of report of the assay of the piece of silver sent 
from this Arsenal on the 30” ult., and to thank you for your courtesy in the matter. 


Very respectfully, 
Yours obedient servant, 
Jno. R. McGinness 
Major of Ordnance 
Comdg. 


